
At the risk of spoiling the answer to a clue included in the image below,

WordPress made an appearance in the New York Times crossword puzzle

today. Likely nobody reading this post would struggle to answer the clue

“popular blogging platform” with nine letters. New York-based digital

consultant and media co-founder Matt DeSiena tweeted a screenshot with

the caption, “You know it’s a good day when WordPress makes an appearance

in the NYT Crossword.”
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Despite the software powering 43% of websites, many of us working in the

world of WordPress still cannot adequately explain what we do to some of

https://w3techs.com/technologies/details/cm-wordpress


our friends and family. The rare pop culture reference still gives an exciting

and affirming jolt of recognition to WordPress’ fondest fans.

One of the more obscure and unforgettable WordPress references happened

12 years ago when the code was used to guide missiles. WordPress lead

developer Dion Hulse spotted the project’s post.js code in episode 5 of the

British mini-series Strike Back as part of a weapons guidance system. Mark

Jaquith then ported those changes back to core, giving props to Left Bank

Pictures.

photo credit: Alex Mills “So Apparently WordPress Can Guide Missiles”

The software was also mentioned in Lily Allen’s “URL Badman” released in

2014, and briefly mentioned on the popular Netflix original series Orange is

the New Black in 2015.
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WordPress.com has also twice been featured on Jeopardy, an American

television game show. In 2014, the platform was included in a clue under the

category “dot-com” with the answer “What are blogs?”
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More recently, in 2020, WordPress.com was featured in a Jeopardy clue that

read like an advertisement. The answer, “What are blogs?”, echoed the

previous Jeopardy reference.
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There are probably many more references that have gone unnoticed, as

WordPress is becoming more of a household name these days. Where have

you seen it mentioned in the wild recently?

Category: News

SHARE THIS: LIKE THIS

WordPress.com
@wordpressdotcom · Follow

Good question. What ARE blogs in 2020? 
#whatareblogs

Thanks for featuring us on tonight's episode, 
@Jeopardy!

Watch on X

1:44 AM · Jan 31, 2020

168 Reply Copy link

Read 9 replies

https://wptavern.com/category/news
https://twitter.com/wordpressdotcom
https://twitter.com/wordpressdotcom
https://twitter.com/wordpressdotcom
https://x.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1223044290386907137%7Ctwgr%5Ebeea70fb850b6a4f0a6633b29a70af9c2936c535%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwptavern.com%2Fwordpress-appears-in-nyt-crossword&screen_name=wordpressdotcom
https://x.com/wordpressdotcom/status/1223044290386907137?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1223044290386907137%7Ctwgr%5Ebeea70fb850b6a4f0a6633b29a70af9c2936c535%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwptavern.com%2Fwordpress-appears-in-nyt-crossword
https://x.com/hashtag/whatareblogs?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/Jeopardy?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1223044290386907137%7Ctwgr%5Ebeea70fb850b6a4f0a6633b29a70af9c2936c535%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwptavern.com%2Fwordpress-appears-in-nyt-crossword
https://x.com/wordpressdotcom/status/1223044290386907137?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1223044290386907137%7Ctwgr%5Ebeea70fb850b6a4f0a6633b29a70af9c2936c535%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwptavern.com%2Fwordpress-appears-in-nyt-crossword
https://x.com/wordpressdotcom/status/1223044290386907137?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1223044290386907137%7Ctwgr%5Ebeea70fb850b6a4f0a6633b29a70af9c2936c535%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwptavern.com%2Fwordpress-appears-in-nyt-crossword
https://help.x.com/x-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://x.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1223044290386907137%7Ctwgr%5Ebeea70fb850b6a4f0a6633b29a70af9c2936c535%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwptavern.com%2Fwordpress-appears-in-nyt-crossword&tweet_id=1223044290386907137
https://x.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1223044290386907137%7Ctwgr%5Ebeea70fb850b6a4f0a6633b29a70af9c2936c535%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwptavern.com%2Fwordpress-appears-in-nyt-crossword&in_reply_to=1223044290386907137
https://x.com/wordpressdotcom/status/1223044290386907137?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1223044290386907137%7Ctwgr%5Ebeea70fb850b6a4f0a6633b29a70af9c2936c535%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwptavern.com%2Fwordpress-appears-in-nyt-crossword


3 Comments

 Sergey Biryukov

June 22, 2022 at 5:48 PM

Spotted some WordPress code in “The Intern” (2015 film with Robert De

Niro), apparently as a back end for a fashion startup:

https://twitter.com/SergeyBiryukov/status/690675235482419209

 Otto

June 27, 2022 at 4:00 PM

And nobody noticed that the answer to 52 across was “OTTO”? I am

disappoint. ;)

Loading…

 Sarah Gooding

June 22, 2022 at 5:50 PM

Nice! I hadn’t seen that one.

Loading…
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WordPress. We cover news

and events, write plugin and

theme reviews, and talk

about key issues within the

WordPress ecosystem…
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